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Radical Muslims Razed Down Church Buildings In Zanzibar
Typifying on-going assaults by radical Islam on Christianity in several regions of the world, two church buildings were razed down on the night of Sunday June 28 on the Tanzanian island of Zanzibar after worship services, according to Compass Direct News (June 30).
       Radical Muslims set the church buildings on fire on the outskirts of Unguja Township, on the island off the coast of East Africa.  Earlier they had dropped a flier at the door of Charles Odilo, who had donated the plot on which the Evangelical Assemblies of God in Tanzania (EAGT) building stood. “We don’t want churches on our street,” read the flier. “Today we are going to burn the church, and if you continue we are going to burn your house also.”  www.jihadwatch.org/archives/026770.php
Islam is King in the UK

Contrast the quite familiar story above with the situation in the UK where radical Moslem preacher Anjem Choudary continues, with impunity, his Islamic Roadshows on the streets of Birmingham.  A message on Choudary’s website informs that “Conversion packs are already provided to those who revert to Islam in the Islamic Roadshows.” 

         One of such new converts was captured on video which Choudary proudly shows around.  According to the newspaper Sunday Mercury, the convert is a “bewildered-looking 11 year-old, who gives his name as Sean”.  Sean was filmed repeating Arabic chants after Choudary, and swearing allegiance to Allah(p2.
Rick Warren seeks coalition with Muslims to solve World Problems

Yes, we feature Rev. Rick Warren again in two straight editions.  In his latest efforts to sell the evangelical platform to the religious arm of the New World Order movement, Warren gave the keynote address at the 46th Annual Conference of the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA) held in Washington D.C., on 4th July.  
      Ordinarily there should be nothing wrong with seizing what could be an unusual opportunity to share one’s faith: but not only is ISNA known to be committed to groups involved in radical jihad,  Warren went there not to promote the Gospel, but effectively,  in the words of Paul McGuire, “to disinfect and rehabilitate a group that is dangerous and subversive to U.S. national security”. The secular Washington Post in covering the event, specifically noted that Warren  “was sparse in mentioning Jesus or God.”  ( page 2

One World Government Edges closer to reality

With the favourable settings being provided by the current global economic meltdown, environmental and health hypes (think of global warming, swine flus, etc), world wide terrorism (from Al Qaeda to local versions, e.g. Somali’s pirates and Nigeria’s MEND), advocates for the establishment of a One World Government are beating the iron while it is hot.

     As we have repeated over and over, the strategy is first to form coalitions of regional governments, which will in turn coalesce into one eventual authority under the antichrist (Rev 17:17).   Come with us as we examine some of the developments along this line in the past 2-3 months:

African Union develops new structures

      In Africa, Libya’s Muammar Ghaddhafi literally arm-twisted his colleagues into getting the African Union (AU) to give its executive arm enhanced powers, creating a new structure that will include a President (for which Ghaddafi is top candidate), a Vice-President, and a Secretary of Peace and Security and common defence. In the arrangement, which must first be ratified by member states before it could become effective, other Secretaries will also replace the current union's commissioners (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8131941.stm) 

     Further reporting on the July 1 meeting which held in Sirte, Libya, the Reuters news agency said, the new African Authority will "represent the common interests of the member states of the union and speak in their name in international forums on international trade.” ( continued on page 3
CONVENTION SEASON

With schools on long break, it’s the season for Christian conventions again. At the Redeemed Christian Church of God  (my home Church - editor) it is a week-long affair preceded by a 3-day Ministers’ conference.  I’d like to invite readers who are able, to participate in this year’s Convention at the Redemption Camp, scheduled for 3 – 9 August.  Apart from the Plenary sessions to be handled mainly by Pastor Enoch Adeboye, there will be several seminars and workshops on aspects of the Home, Business, Ministry, Finance, etc, to be handled by seasoned men of God and other professionals drawn from within the Body of Christ at large. With the Theme: Christ in you, the Hope of Glory, the Convention is surely going to be glorious – and so will your life as you join us.  For details, please check the convention website: http://media.rccgnet.org/2009conv/
ENDTIME CONTROL

 Dr Joshua Ojo was the speaker at a special Bible Study session organized by the Obafemi Awolowo University’s Christ Life Fellowship (for which he is also a staff adviser), on June 9.  Focusing on the reality, intensity, and strategies deployed by Satan in his quest to control the world in these end-times, Dr Ojo challenged the young people to arise and embracing the yoke of Christ, go forth and take their priviledged place in life these unique times, controlled only by the Holy Spirit. Outlines of the Study, titled ENDTIME CONTROL is posted on our blog (http://churcharise.blogspot.com/).  

       We want to thank all who called and sent in mails – including forwarding to us information and relevant articles – since the last edition.  They are encouraging.  Thanks and God bless.
      Thanks also to those who visited our website, www.churcharise.org, where we recorded 1,961 unique visits in the 1st half of the year.  We apologize for inability to upload the new updates on the site due to constraints in terms of time and infrastructure.  Please pray along with us for divine enlargements.

    Please remember to visit our blog site also.  Urgent articles are pasted there ahead of the regular edition of CA!, and your comments are especially welcome.
======================================
Moslems Converting kids on UK streets (from pg. 1)

     When contacted by the Sunday Mercury, Choudary defended the young boy’s “reversion” to Islam, - admitting that his parents were not with him and were not consulted. “The child was genuinely interested in Islam,” he said.

“The boy told us he wanted to become a Muslim and, of course, some people are intellectually more mature than they are physically” the Islamic luminary reasoned.
      In Vol 12 No 2, we featured the story of a registered Foster Parent in the same UK who lost her practice of 10 years because a 16 year old moslem girl in her home decided to become a Christian, and would not be persuaded otherwise.  Of course, merely attempting to distribute Christian tracts on the streets has led to the summary killing of many a Christian worldwide, ranging from Izom, Niger state in Nigeria to several Arab nations. (see for instance  CA! vol 9 no 4)
In the UK, even in jail, Islamic extremists continue to call the shot.    Terrorists at Wakefield jail first refused praying in the jail’s multi-faith chapel because it was used by "non-believers"; and later on requested that female warders not be allowed to supervise them – on religious ground.  This latter request was refused, but according to Mirror newspaper, “it's feared they could now take their complaint to the European Court and use the Human Rights Act to claim they are being victimised.” (Mirror, May 24; www.mirror.co.uk).

Taliban buying children, turning them into suicide bombers

Just as child soldiers were fielded in the genocides in Liberia and Sierra Leone, and children were (ab)used by Palestinian Arabs as human shield to force Israeli’s planes to turn back, Children are again being abused, perhaps this time in more outrageous fashion, in Pakistan – as suicide bombers!  As reported in the Washington Times, (July 2): U.S. Defense Department and Pakistani officials  have confirmed that Pakistan's top Taliban leader, Baitullah Mehsud, is buying children as young as 7 to serve as suicide bombers in the growing spate of attacks against Pakistani, Afghan and U.S. targets.  The going price for a child bomber is between $7,000 to $14,000 - still much cheaper than a jet bomber (www.jihadwatch.org/archives/026811.php)
Rev Warren seeks joint-platform with Islam (from pg 1)
       As noted by Jan Markell, no one exactly expects Warren to make an altar call at such a meeting, but he (as a Pastor) should have “lifted high the Name of the Prince of Peace who is coming again”; and might we add, Who has made definite promises with regards to the very theme being discussed at the Convention: "Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness"

      Paul McGuire, who was obviously distraught at having to address an open letter to Warren, whom he says was a regular listener and caller to his nationally syndicated radio show, (broadcasted from Southern California for over 10 years), was however blunt in criticizing Warren’s action: “I do not believe that Christians can have any serious discussions with Islam as long as they continue to make public statements denying the Holocaust and calling for the complete destruction of Jews and Israel. To ignore those statements, is like Chamberlain ignoring Adolph Hitler's statements before he killed [6] million Jews.”

        Warren insists that the Church needs the Islamic platform to “team tackle” poverty, war, diseases and promote “dignity” and “civility”.  But as again noted by McGuire, “militant Islam is the primary force in the world today causing war, poverty and disease. ”

       In an internal document recovered by security forces from the militant Muslim Brotherhood, titled: "An Explanatory Memorandum on the General Strategic Goal for the Brotherhood in North America" the Muslim Brotherhood stated that it is dedicated to "a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating and destroying the Western civilization from within and 'sabotaging' its miserable house by their hands and the hands of the believers so that it is eliminated and Allah's religion is made victorious over all other religions."
       The Memorandum concludes with a "list of our organizations and the organizations of our friends", prominent among which is the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA).(JIHAD WATCH - Robert Spencer - July 1, 2009, http://www.jihadwatch.org/) ( 
       Warren, who once boasted of his membership of the infamous US Council on Foreign Relations (see CA! Vol 10 No 1, or  www.newswithviews.com/BeritKjos/kjos67.htm) apparently sees himself more as a politician/statesman, than a spiritual leader. However, the issues Warren is so fixated on will remain with us, till the Lord’s second coming; and are best left for politicians (who of course must work together, irrespective of their religious backgrounds). While Christians may address these issues on a secondary note, there is absolutely no basis for seeking any “coalition” in doing so.  Much more a coalition that would in turn render us ineffective in fulfilling  our primary mission – preaching of the Gospel!   
       Al Amriki, the American Jihadist we cite on page 6 of this edition of CA! is apparently more spiritually discerning  than Warren, and he debunks Warren’s social Christianity when he said:  “A Muslim doesn’t look to peace, security, education, work, or the love of any other number of things as his ultimate goals …” 
    Scott Brisk of Moriel has provided an excellent compilation of reports and commentaries on Rick Warren’s misadventure at the ISNA conference. All the references cited in this article can be found on the compilation.  It can be accessed at Moriel’s site, www.moriel.org (under Be Alert section)

Governance going Global  (continued from page 1)

        The compromise, insisted upon mainly by Nigeria and South Africa after “hours of heated debate in a closed session”, however, is that the African Authority will not be able to act internationally unless it has a mandate from heads of state. The two countries have obvious concerns about losing sovereignty over their own defence and foreign policy issues in the eventual United States of Africa which Ghaddafi is so openly trying to achieve.  Benin's Foreign Minister Jean-Marie Ehouzou summarized the situation: "The states are ready to cede a little bit a part of their sovereignty for the benefit of the [union]," he said. 
        Ceding “a little bit” of sovereignty at a time is what the Hegelian change towards the New World Order is all about.  Only that the frequency for making demands for such series of  “little changes” is rapidly increasing, driven by global developments such as those mentioned in the opening paragraph of this report.

In Europe, Tony Blair braces up to become Executive President

       The EU, of course, is far ahead of the other Unions being patterned after it all round the globe, in achieving Regional governments as a prelude to a One World government.  In her case, a decision to appoint a new sitting European president, for a maximum of five years, is to be taken before the end of the year - if Ireland votes “yes” in October in a referendum on the Lisbon treaty streamlining the way the EU is run and also creating the new post.  Just as we have mentioned in the past, former UK’s Prime Minister Tony Blair is set to be appointed to this yet-to-be-created office. This position has not changed significantly despite expressed oppositions by Sweden and Spain -  the countries whose tenures at the EU Presidency, (under the current arrangement of 6-monthly rotational presidency), would be affected if the new structure is adopted this year.

      According to The Independent, UK (April 5, 2009), Gordon Brown has grudgingly supported Blair’s candidature.  The unstated job description for the post (reserved exclusively for ex-PMs) includes a high-profile and particularly cozy relationship with the US. 
And now, see who else is calling for the establishment of a Global Authority with “real teeth” – The Pope! 
       The Catholic pontiff, Pope Benedict XVI has on July 7, called for an “urgent” institution  “of a true world political authority" whose task would be "to manage the global economy; to revive economies hit by the crisis; to avoid any deterioration of the present crisis and the greater imbalances that would result."

      In his new encyclical titled “Charity in Truth” released on that day, the Pope specifically called for a “reform of the United Nations Organization, and likewise of economic institutions and international finance, so that the concept of the family of nations can acquire real teeth.”
      Explaining what he means by “real teeth”, the Pope said that the new Authority “would need to be universally recognized and to be vested with the effective power to ensure security for all.”

 “Obviously it would have to have the authority to ensure compliance with its decisions from all parties” he added.
      It is hardly a coincidence that the Pope’s call for global governance came out at a time when various organizations and groups are now openly working assiduously to achieve the very same objective – which is the one major pillar on which all the prophecies about a coming antichrist in the end times squarely rests. 

      The World’s richest eight countries, the G8, was meeting at the backside of the Vatican (L’Aquila, Italy) at the time of release of the papal encyclical. Their major agenda was the Economy, which US President  Obama tried to weave in with the Environment when he chaired a session on Global Warming.
         Earlier in April, the Group of 20 nations, G20, had met and taken steps further drawing the world closer to a global currency (
(www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/comment/ambroseevans_pritchard/5096524/The-G20-moves-the-world-a-step-closer-to-a-global-currency.html)
        Other groups working towards the actualization of a Global Government are more publicity-shy, preferring that the citizens of the world remain completely oblivious to their existence and activities.  One of such groups is the Bilderbergers, which had its 57th Annual  secret meeting in Vouliagmeni, Greece  between May 14-17.  Attendees of the Bilderberger’s strictly-by-invitation conference are not allowed to speak a word of what was discussed in the meeting outside of the group. The group has no website and no minutes are kept of the meetings to ensure secrecy.   According to the BBC  "It's officially described as a private gathering, but with a guest list including the heads of European and American corporations, political leaders and a few intellectuals, it's one of the most influential organizations on the planet." 
www.prisonplanet.com/bilderberg_group_meeting_near_dc.html
       Shortly after this year’s meetings began, Bilderberg tracker Jim Tucker, based on inside sources revealed that the group has on its agenda “the plan for a global department of health, a global treasury and a shortened depression rather than a longer economic downturn.” Swedish Foreign Minister and former Prime Minister, Carl Bildt was said to have articulated making such transformation under the auspices of the United Nations.  All these are in tandem with what the Pope later called for in his latest encyclical.

        After the meetings finished, another Bilderberg tracker, Daniel Estulin, reported that “One of Bilderberg's primary concerns is the danger that their zeal to reshape the world by engineering chaos in order to implement their long term agenda could cause the situation to spiral out of control and eventually lead to a scenario where Bilderberg and the global elite in general are overwhelmed by events and end up losing their control over the planet.”
[http://blog.oldthinkernews.com/?p=241]. 
   This scenario is straight from the prophetic Scriptures which predict the pouring out of  “the wrath of God”  on the world of the antichrist, presumably after his first 3 ½ years  experimental atheistic global governance.

         Apart from the usual political and business heavyweights (the Rockefellers and Ackermanns) attending Bilderberger’s meetings, there were also the Royalties.  This year’s royal attendees included Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands (the largest single shareholder in Royal Dutch Shell, one of the world's largest corporations), Prince Philippe of Belgium, and Queen Sofia of Spain. See the whole list here www.infowars.com/bilderberg-2009-attendee-list/, 

http://worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=98469
And Finally, Yet a new debutant: The Good Club

To further complete the story of secretive meetings by influential folks intent on foisting a global government of their choice on mankind in the days ahead, a meeting of American’s multi billionaires was convened on May 5.  Co-hosted by Bill Gates, Warren Buffet, and David Rockefeller, the secret meeting held at the home of Sir Paul Nurse, a British Nobel prize biochemist and president of the private Rockefeller University, in Manhattan.  In attendance at what an attendee dubbed the Good Club were “a dozen of the richest people in the world”, including New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg, the financier George Soros, Eli Broad, and the media moguls, Oprah Winfrey and Ted Turner. 

       According to the UK newspaper The Times, (May 25) these “leading billionaires have met secretly to consider how their wealth could be used to slow the growth of the world's population,” and that they “discussed joining forces to overcome political and religious obstacles to change.”   Obviously, in the context of a global downturn in economy, these super-rich philanthropists could now wield an ever larger influence in the world.  Bill Gates, son of a Planned Parenthood activist, has repeatedly stated his belief that a drastically reduced global human population is a necessary pre-requisite to a healthy and prosperous future on planet earth.  The UK Times observed that this position “could result in a challenge to some Third World politicians” ideas about  “traditional values.”

       The Times however further pointed out that these ideas of the American multi-billionaires are in sharp contrast to the views espoused by some prominent demographers in the film “Demographic Winter”: that under-population rather than overpopulation is the greater danger facing mankind in the future.  Celebrated columnist Don Feder was further quoted as saying that the demographic problem of worldwide declining birthrates "could result in the greatest crisis humanity will confront in this century" as "all over the world, children are disappearing." 
       But why a secret meeting? Stacy Palmer, editor of the Chronicle of Philanthropy, said the summit was unprecedented. "We only learnt about it afterwards, by accident. Normally these people are happy to talk good causes, but this is different - maybe because they don't want to be seen as a global cabal," he said.  But how could anyone think that of these nice people!

GUESS WHO’S ON THE COUNCIL OF BLAIR’S INTER-FAITH PROJECT?

One of the most serious groups bent on achieving the One World Religion dream is Tony Blair’s Faith Foundation.  That’s particularly significant considering Blair’s increasing roles in the complementary One World Government project: First as the arrow head coordinating the efforts of the Quartet (US, Europe, Russia and the UN) to bring in the Middle East peace treaty, and secondly as we report elsewhere in this edition, as the President-in-waiting for Europe.  With these credentials, it is not for nothing that he has been a leading contender, among speculators, for the position of the antichrist!

      Now his Inter-Faith Foundation has an International Religious Advisory Council (apart from the traditional Board of Trustees)  which, according to a statement on the Foundation’s website, “is composed of individuals from each of the six faiths with which the Foundation initially intends to work. The members are either religious leaders or significant scholars. They…. keep the Foundation attentive to the religious nuances and implications of the Foundation's work…..” 

         Readers of Church Arise! will be interested in two names on this 12-man Council: The Reverend Rick Warren, Founding and Senior Pastor of Saddleback Church (of whom we have had much to write); and Right Reverend Josiah Idowu-Fearon, Bishop of Kaduna.  Yea, right from here in Nigeria.
US Justice: Government Should Subsidize Abortion In Unwanted Populations 
       A Justice in the US Supreme Court, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, apparently had a slip of the tongue when she said in an interview that government should pay for abortions because such funding will help curb  “growth in populations that we don't want to have too many of.”

    The question is, who could those “populations” be probably referring to? 
     Statistics in the US indicate that, "A minority woman is five times more likely to abort her child than a white woman, and far more likely to have a government subsidized abortion clinic in her neighborhood. According to abortion providers, a shocking 50 percent of African-American pregnancies end in abortion."   Life News.
Men, women to share rooms at U. of C. 

Starting from considerations of unisex rest-rooms for transgenders, University of Chicago has now evolved a new housing policy which allows that male-female undergraduate pairs may now share same rooms.  The 117 year-old University is considered one of the conservative universities in the United States.  Did you say more grounds for abortion?  Read the next piece!
International Planned Parenthood Launches 'Sexual Rights' Campaign

       The International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) has begun a petition drive to advocate “access to sexual and reproductive health services” for all people, “regardless of age.” (The Bulletin, May 12, 2009)
        According to John Connolly of The Bulletin, quoting the Catholic Family and Human Rights Institute (C-FAM), the petition commemorates the 15th anniversary of the International Conference on Population and Development, a 1994 conference in Cairo that outlined the new medical goals of the U.N. Population Fund. The petition campaign is called “15 and Counting.”
        Some IPPF’s literature say the new campaign was launched in an attempt to get governments to provide “access to affordable condoms to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections.”

        The “15 and Counting” campaign plans to present hundreds of thousands of signatures to the U.N. secretary-general by November 2009. C-FAM reported only 1,000 signatures have been gathered so far.  Oops!

RFID could be in all cell phones by 2010 
All cell phones will come packed with an RFID chip by next summer . According to Ericsson's vice-president of systems architecture, Håkan Djuphammar: "A year from now, basically every new phone sold will have [near field communication]. It's a two-way, bio-directional RFID communication link that makes this device work as a tag or reader." 

         Djuphammar said devices with RFID chips will have a secure environment on the SIM card. This will enable phones to take on other roles, such as the keys for your car or house, or a credit card or concert ticket. Using RFID in this way could enable a mobile to be assigned to open a door for a certain period of time only, meaning the company could better manage access to its facilities, while also replacing the hassle of dealing with thousands of physical keys. 

       Mobile phones could also become instruments of fraud detection. Djuphammar said credit card companies could make use of mobile user location data and IP mapping to ascertain whether a transaction is taking place in the vicinity of the official card holder, thereby judging whether the transaction is likely to be genuine or not. (Safe from Chinese hackers!)
        Finally, according to the Ericsson chief, location data of phones could be leveraged to create real-time road traffic maps generated by analysing the speed of the mobile phone base station hand-off to ascertain how fast cars are travelling. This data could then be sold to GPS device companies, enabling them to provide dynamic travel information to motorists. "That is a typical win-win, situation” he enthused. http://news.zdnet.com/
Meanwhile, in the UK, there is now a directory of mobile phone users.  Connectivity, the company that’s offering the services, bought the records from brokers and now has on its starting database about 16 million names (~ 40% of UK’s regular phones).

The Display That Watches You
Researchers at Fraunhofer Institute for Photonic Microsystems (IPMS), Germany have created a display that doubles as a camera. By interlacing photodetector cells--similar to those used to capture light in a camera--with display pixels, the researchers have built a system that can display a moving image while also detecting movement directly in front of it. One immediate application is that a user could flip through menu options on a screen simply by looking at the right part > of the screen.  MIT TECHNOLOGY REVIEW (June 5, 2009) . Other less benign applications are certainly possible!
      We have described before some devices that could allow people activate menu options simply with their minds, but those require that a chip be first implanted in the user. Such applications confirm the interaction between human mind and an implanted chip and have direct implication for mind control. 
      Meanwhile in Wales, children on buses will now be tracked by satellite on public transport. The scheme includes 'Bus Angels', aged 14 and above, who covertly report incidents of bad behaviour. LONDON DAILY TELEGRAPH [Barclay] - April 23, 2009 
Rumblings in the Middle East (cont’d from back page)
Of course, the kernel of the speech was to seek “a new beginning” in the relationship between the US and the Islamic world; but invariably, it would appear that the gift Obama was offering in exchange for this new relationship was the destiny of the nation Israel.  In one of the later-to-be most widely criticized portions of his speech, Obama equated the Holocaust to Palestinian "dislocation." While seemingly countering the silly ideas popularized by people like Iran’s Ahmadinejhad that the holocaust- in which about 6 million Jews were brutally murdered by Hitler- did not actually happen, Obama went ahead to suggest that not only did the event happen, it was the main justification for Israel to have a place in their ancestral homeland. (The Jewish response to this is mentioned under Bibi’s speech below)

        It is understandable that Obama should try to be as even-handed and polite as the occasion demanded; but one wonders if he could not, given his noted oratory and communication prowess, have mentioned at least some of the serious on-going human-rights abuse cases notoriously going on in the Arab world. Such as those being meted out especially to Egyptian Christian Copts, not to talk of the non-Arabs in Darfur.  Amazingly, Obama even managed to create the opposite impression – praising the “misunderstood” moslems for their tolerance.  And that, in the face of the general unhidden rash religious intolerance from most of the Moslem world where conversion from Islam remains a capital crime! It is hard to say whether Obama himself believes all the sweet things he was saying; or was only using them as a strategy of irony to get the Islamic world thinking!
        Whatever be the case, Obama revealed his [or at least his speech writers] closer affinity to Islam than Christianity in his use of words.  For instance he described Arabia as the place where Islam was first “revealed” (rather than  “founded” – as a non-muslim would most likely have said); and he used the Islamic expression “Peace be unto him”, not only for the Islamic founding prophet, but also for the Lord Jesus Christ.  No Christian, would of course have used the equivalent of “may His soul rest in peace” for a living Saviour!  

An Islamic response making non-sense of most of Obama’s unspoken hopes and exposing the raw nerves he was trying to glibly gloss over, was made by fellow American, Abu Mansour al-Amriki.  A Moslem who left the US to join an Al Qaeda-linked group in Somalia, Al-Amriki in a tape released on July 9 and posted on several jihadist web sites, strongly condemned his President’s efforts to seek “a new beginning” with the Muslim world, mocking Obama's “magic of charisma” and warning of more attacks against U.S. interests. FoxNews, carried a transcript:

“Despite the fact that you have been ... forced [by Muslim fighters] to at least pretend to extend your hand in peace to the Muslims, we cannot and shall not extend our hands. . Rather, we shall extend to you our swords, until you leave our lands.” 

        Continuing in the 20-minute audiotape,  Al-Amriki said: “Let this not come as a surprise to those who are mesmerized by Obama’s speech in Cairo, our positions ... have not changed in the least. ……A Muslim doesn’t look to peace, security, education, work, or the love of any other number of things as his ultimate goals…,” All these coming from a fellow American?  Clearly, Obama is overlooking some basic facts!

Benjamin Netanyahu’s Speech(es)

On Sunday June 14, at the Bar-Ilan University, Tel Aviv, Netanyahu gave an official response to Obama’s Cairo speech. (The complete, unedited text of the speech can be found here 
(www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Speeches+by+Israeli+leaders/2009/Address_PM_Netanyahu_Bar-Ilan_University_14-Jun-2009.htm)

       In the speech, Netanyahu, following Obama’s approach, went all out to declare Israel’s desire and unwavering commitment to peace.  Alluding in particular to the scripture of swords being turned to plowshare (Isa. 2:4), he said it was Jewish prophets that gave the world a vision of global end-time peace.
      Addressing the Arabs directly he said at one place: I turn to all Arab leaders tonight and I say: “Let us meet. Let us speak of peace and let us make peace. I am ready to meet with you at any time.  I am willing to go to Damascus, to Riyadh, to Beirut, to any place- including Jerusalem…”  In another place he said: “I turn to you, our Palestinian neighbors, ..and I say: Let’s begin negotiations immediately without preconditions.”.

        What then is the stumbling block to peace?  According to Netanyahu many are merely suggesting simplistic solutions, by overlooking the real problems.  In his words, “the simple truth is that the root of the conflict was, and remains, the refusal to recognize the right of the Jewish people to a state of their own, in their historic homeland”.  Again he said: “Those who think that the continued enmity toward Israel is a product of our presence in Judea, Samaria and Gaza, (are) confusing cause and consequence.” 

        He then catalogued how the Arabs had rejected the UN partition plan of 1947 mandating the creation of two separate states - A Jewish State and an Arab state. This is exactly what people like Barack Obama are clamouring for today as the only solution!  Has anything changed since 1947?  Netanyahu went on to cite various efforts of the Arabs since 1948 to annihilate the state of Israel, despite repeated concessions and appeasement by Israel.  In emotional words, he said: 
    “I know the face of war.  I have experienced battle.  I lost close friends, I lost a brother.  I have seen the pain of bereaved families.  I do not want war.  No one in Israel wants war.”

       What then are Bibi’s solution towards getting a Peace Agreement?  Yes, two economically prospering contiguous states indeed, but for Israel’s security, the new Palestinian state must be demilitarized.  Furthermore, just as “tiny Israel (had) successfully absorbed tens of thousands of Jewish refugees who left their homes and belongings in Arab countries”, the Arab refugees (who had voluntarily fled Israel in expectation that the attacking Arab forces were about overrunning the tiny state  - now fuelling the “right-of-return” issue) must be absorbed by the Arab world.  
      Netanyahu used the issue of Judea and Samaria to debunk notions (e.g. by Obama) that Israel’s right to the land derived from Hitler’s holocaust.  Rather he affirmed Israel’s connection with the land (“historic homeland”) since the days of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – thousands of years ago.  Based on this, as he later affirmed at another event, even while Judea and Samaria might end up being conceded to the new Palestinian State, it does not mean that the land must be cleansed of Jewish presence!  Afterall Arabs also live and flourish in Israel, even as citizens!  The implication of this position is that while no new settlements would be established in the disputed region, developments would not be frozen in existing settlements. And of course, Jerusalem would have to remain the undivided capital of the Jewish state.

       Addressing the Knesset on the occasion of his 100th day in office, Netanyahu, for the sake of US President Obama, again clearly summarized his position:

“I told President Obama when I was in Washington that if we could agree on the substance, then the terminology would not pose a problem.  And here is the substance that I now state clearly: 

  “If we receive this guarantee regarding demilitirization and Israel’s security needs, and if the Palestinians recognize Israel as the State of the Jewish people, then we will be ready in a future peace agreement to reach a solution where a demilitarized Palestinian state exists alongside the Jewish state. ”

       The Bible makes it clear that after the rapture of the Church (see Rom 11:25), Israel will be left on planet earth as sole witness to the only true God, for a space of seven years (which 7 years have remained unfulfilled from the prophesied “70 weeks of years”, following the introduction of the Church some 2,000 years ago).  These final seven years (see Dan. 9:27) would be ushered in by a 7 year Peace Agreement between Israel and the Arabs, to be brokered by the antichrist. Surely these long-awaited days are finally upon us!
Islamic “Honour Killings” of women unabating
          Honour killings continue to strike terror in female folks in the Islamic world.  A recent study in Pakistan now lists “honour killing” as a major portion of the country’s homicides. Recent incidents include the report from Jordan about the teenager who stabbed his 22-year-old sister to death "to cleanse the family honor because she left the house too often" <www.jihadwatch.org/archives/025560.php>; or the case in Germany, where a 20 year old Kurdish boy lured her triplet sister to an isolated side road, choked her unconscious with a clothes line before clubbing her to death.  The girl who was to be forced into marriage was discovered not to be a virgin. 
www.jihadwatch.org/archives/ 025568.php
        In a case from Turkey where a 16-year-old was given a gun by his mother and made to shoot his sister-in-law, several times, in the presence of other family members; the courts decided that “the region’s tradition placed an incredible burden on the two families” to do what they did as the victim was rumored to be having an extra-marital affair. The shooter, especially being a minor, thus received only a very light sentence. http://www.jihadwatch.org/archives/026122.php
      Sexual immorality is not the only dishonorable thing a woman can do to earn her (and not her male accomplice!), an instant death sentence.  For ultra-orthodox muslims, a girl going to school could be just as bad.  This has been a major issue in Afghanistan (and other sharia-enclaves such as Somalia), where girls’ schools face continual assaults. In one of the latest of such, 84 girls were hospitalized following the release of airborne poisonous chemicals in the school environment. The incident reported here <www.jihadwatch.org/archives/026080.php>  was the third of such in three weeks directed at girls schools. 

       Meanwhile, the forced marriage of a young Saudi girl (aged 8) to a man in his 50s, which attracted worldwide attention and a court action by the girl’s mother, has mercifully now being annulled.  Since the Islamic courts found nothing wrong with the development (the Islamic founding prophet married one of his wives, Aisha, at the age of 6), an out-of-court settlement had to be sought as a face-saving device for the Saudi Kingdom. The girl's father is said to have married her off against her mother's wishes to a close friend in order that he could pay off a debt. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8026545.stm
EXHORTATION: BIBLE LITERACY AND HOME BIBLE STUDIES 

Throughout the ages of Christianity, small groups studying the Bible together in mutual hunger and interest have produced fruitful growth and discipleship. 
       Home churches were, of course, the way it all started. Christianity began with a group of a dozen men along a seaside in Galilee. Even later as Paul traveled and planted, it was the intimacy of home fellowships that provided the earliest forums for the Gospel. His sermons in the synagogues and on Mars Hill were but an invitation. The deeper teaching was taking place in small groups in homes and on hillsides. While the facilities and formalities of Sunday services have since become the norm for many, it was not always so. The church in the house of Philemon grew into the church of Colossae (Philemon 2). The church in the house of Nymphas became the church of Laodicea (Colossians 4:15). The churches in the house of Aquila and Priscilla, became the churches of both Ephesus and Rome (1 Corinthians 16:19; Romans 16:5). 
        There are three key components to our Christian walk: study of the scriptures, prayer, and the fellowship of believers. Many Christians today have grown dissatisfied with organized religion. Some have even become so discouraged that they have quit attending church altogether. However, the Bible is very clear when it emphasizes the importance of spending time with other believers. 

"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching."  -Hebrews 10:25 

      It is critical that we spend time regularly with other believers in order to encourage each other.
      In the era of the mega-church, where parishioners often number in the thousands or even tens of thousands, it is easy to see why many Christians feel lost. Such large congregations can be intimidating and impersonal. (Many of the more effective larger organi-zations also foster and nurture small groups - often called "cells" - during the week to respond to just such needs.) For many Christians who desire a more intimate fellowship, home churches seem to be the answer. 
       Even those believers who are actively involved in their local church can benefit from the intimacy and accountability of a home fellowship. If you are not presently in a small, weekly, Bible study group, we strongly encourage you to find one and give it a try. You may be in for a truly life-changing experience. If you can't find one, you might even consider starting one.  

Chuck Missler, Koinonia House

Culled from  http://www.khouse.org/enews/2009-07-14/ 
TOPICAL ISSUE: Middle East Rumblings 
       While the world grimly awaits the expected sudden unleashing of Israeli’s Air Force on Iranian nuclear facilities, the real groundwork of equally  monumental proportions were the recent exchanges between US President Obama and Israeli’s PM, Bibi Netanyahu.  Two historic speeches, made by the duo in the month of June, are central to the issue of peace and security in the Middle East.  These speeches might as well go down as among the most important speeches of our generation. Here we present some analyses.

Barack Obama’s Speech 

      Obama’s speech given at the Cairo University on June 4 left most of the official Arab world reeling with enthusiasm.  (The same cannot be said for the Jews though!) Americans and most of the rest of the world praised the speech, basically for its political sagacity and craftiness. It requires much astituteness to even attempt to officially broach most of the topics discussed by Obama, right there on Arab soil.  The zenith of the praises and adulation certainly must be the remarks by Newsweek editor, Evan Thomas, who declared on MSNBC: "I mean in a way Obama's standing above the country, above the world, he's sort of God." 
(www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.printable&pageId=100660)

        In the speech, meant to be frank and direct, Obama in his usual fashion, presented his impressive credentials – Moslem background, marginalized minority, etc.  Thereafter he quickly began to shower platitudes on Islam which he praised for carrying "the light of learning through so many centuries, paving the way for Europe's Renaissance and Enlightenment." He further praised "innovation in Muslim communities that developed the order of algebra; our magnetic compass and tools of navigation; our mastery of pens and printing; our understanding of how disease spreads and how it can be healed."  Most of these statements were later to be challenged by commentators as gross inaccurate exaggerations (for example see Spencer at www.jihadwatch.org/archives/026426.php). ( page 6 
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“And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold” - Mat. 24:12





"Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?"


 2 Corinthians 6:14
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